
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

7/9/2025 10:00 Wednesday

Address

7374  12th St

City/State/Zip County

Pingree, ND 58476 Stutsman County

Type Subtype Status

Residential Manufactured/Mobile Home Abandoned

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Kirstin  Greaney Stanger 701-799-3648 kstanger@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

47.240031 -98.941799

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

ROBINSON, JOHN 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1961 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 64

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Discovering Party, Witness

Notes

Neighbor and 
discovering party.  Had 
wife call 9-1-1 upon 
discovery of the fire.

Address Information

Street Address
  

City/State/Zip
Pingree, ND 58476

Contact Information

Primary Phone
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Name

SIEBERT, LAVONNE 

Race

Undetermined

Sex

F

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner

Notes

Does not live at the 
property.  Lives out of 
state.

Address Information

Contact Information

Primary Phone
815-821-6267
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Name

ROGER, SIEBERT 

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Other

Notes

Mentioned.  Old owner 
who is currently 
deceased prior to the 
fire.
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Business Name

Stutsman County Sheriff's Department

Juvenile

No

Notes

Leading law 
enforcement agency 
and requesting agency 
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Name Business Name

FALK, JASON Stutsman County Sheriff's Department

Race

White

Sex

M

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Law Enforcement Official

Notes

Assigned Detective

Address Information

Street Address
  

City/State/Zip County
Jamestown, ND 58401 Stutsman

Contact Information

Primary Phone Secondary Phone Email
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Business Name

Kensal Fire Protection District

Juvenile

No

Notes

Responding Fire 
Department
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-071 Narrative.pdf 11/10/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Contacts Kirstin Greaney Stanger

7017993648

kstanger@nd.gov

Description

Distribution by email only:

Detective Jason Falk, Stutsman County Sheriff's Department,
Jerome Dunwoody, Pingree Fire Chief,
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Investigator/Agent - Greaney Stanger, Kirstin

Approving Official

Date

Date
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Figure 2: West side of the trailer home.  Wall that sustained mass loss and corrugated paneling below the floor line.  The 
charring on the ground was burned vegetation.  The burned vegetation expanded out from the trailer home on the west 

side of the structure.     

The south side of the trailer home had mass loss to the wall on the west side.  The mass loss extended east 
approximately half the length of the trailer home.  The wood studs for the south wall sustained mass loss from 
west to east.  The wall studs on the south side of the trailer home had mass consumption that went further east 
than the north side of the trailer home.  The western most south side window had no glass remaining and the 
steel siding southwest of the window had heat induced color change.  The east side of the south wall had siding 
removed that was consistent with fire department operations exposing wall studs.  The exposed wall studs had 
areas of charring, with greater charring on the northeast side of the exposed south wall.  The easternmost 
window on the south wall had no glass in it, there was indication the window was covered with plywood.  The 
plywood was mostly removed, which was consistent with fire department operations.  The door into the trailer 
home was observed in an open position.  The window on the door was broken out; the remaining window was 
smoke stained.  The inside of the door was charred and smoke stained.  The corrugated steel at the base of the 
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trailer home was folded down at the southwest corner.  The corrugated steel had heat induced color change also 
in the southwest corner.  Four fuel cans were located on the south side of the trailer house.  A metal fuel can 
was located at the base of the wall west of the chest freezer.  The metal fuel can sustained heat induced color 
change and oxidation.  The fuel can was empty and still had the twist cover on the drain spout.  There were also 
three fuel cans located in the debris of the wood building; two gas cans and one diesel can.  The one gas can 
that was not trapped by the debris of the wood structure was checked and determined to have been empty.  
There was a wood framed structure that had collapsed to the southeast.  The structure appeared to have been at 
one time attached to the trailer home even though it no longer was.  The wood structure had no signs of fire 
damage.  (See figure 3.) 

Figure 3: South side of the trailer home looking from the southwest to the northeast.  The west side of the trailer home 
had mass consumption to the west side of the south wall.  A wood structure on the south side of the trailer home had been 

attached to the residence at one time before collapsing.  The wood structure did not sustain any visible fire damage. 

The east side of the trailer home had some smoke staining to the metal siding above the window.  The smoke 
staining was greater on the top north side of the window.  The window was broken out, the damage to the 
bottom of the window frame was consistent with fire department operations.  There were areas of the metal 
siding that had been removed exposing the walls studs.  The removed siding was consistent with fire 
department operations.  No charring was observed to the exposed wall studs on the east wall.  (See figure 4.)  
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home.  The items located in the debris on the west side of the trailer home included, a metal cylindrical 
container with a metal cooking grate at the bottom, the charcoal located under the cooking grate would indicate 
the cylindrical container was either a grill or a smoker.  The grill had sustained some areas of oxidation and 
there were still some solid pieces of charcoal in the bottom.  Also located in the debris was a collapsed metal 
shelf, motor vehicle parts, a microwave, and some aerosol cans.  The metal objects located in the debris had 
heat-induced color change and oxidation. (See figure 5.) 

Figure 5: A charcoal grill/smoker found within the fire debris on the west side of the trailer home.  The view is from the 
west side of the trailer home looking east. 

In the debris along the west wall, north of the charcoal grill, a magnifying glass was located on the top of the 
debris, next to a charred cardboard box containing charred and smoke stained cork tops.  The glass in the 
magnifying glass was still intact and was not cracked or broken.  The handle of the magnifying glass had 
sustained heat induced color change.  (See figure 6.)  The bottom sill on the southwest corner of the trailer 
home had sustained mass loss.  The greatest mass loss to the bottom sill was between the first and second 
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out of the trailer home.  The chest freezer had heat induced color change and oxidation on all sides of the chest 
freezer. 

The kitchen area of the trailer sustained charring and mass loss to the walls, exposing the wood studs.  The 
wood studs had greater mass loss on the north and south walls from the west to the east.  The east wall of the 
kitchen was charred exposing the wood studs that were charred and had sustained mass loss.  The combustible 
materials within the kitchen were charred or had sustained mass loss.  The noncombustible materials such as 
the oven had sustained heat induced color change.  The floor was charred and sustained mass loss in a couple 
areas. 

East of the kitchen was a room where the furnace was located.  The furnace had sustained charring, heat 
induced color change, and areas of oxidation to the sides that could be seen.  The ceiling trusses in the room 
that housed the furnace sustained mass loss and collapsed into the room.  There was a hallway that ran along 
the south wall of the trailer home that extended from the kitchen to the entrance on the southeast side of the 
trailer home.  The wood paneling for the wall east of the furnace was still remaining near the base of the 
furnace.  The wood paneling on the walls sustained more mass loss on the west side of the trailer home than on 
the east side of the trailer home.  The remaining paneling on the east side of the trailer home had top-down 
charring and mass consumption. 

The bathroom/laundry room located straight across from the southeast entrance had charring with mass loss 
from the top down.  The wood paneling within the bathroom had charring with mass loss from the top down, 
the greater amount of mass loss was on the west side of the bathroom than the east side.  One of the laundry 
appliances observed was tipped over onto its front.  The top half of the appliance was charred with heat induced 
color change.  The charring on the side of the appliance closest to the entrance had a thermal pattern showing 
top-down burning.  In front of the laundry appliance was a space heater, on the ground, facing towards the east 
side of the bathroom.  The space heater sustained smoke staining and some charring.  The bathroom vanity on 
the east side of the bathroom had two doors for the cabinetry detached from the vanity and on the floor in front 
of the vanity.  The two detached cabinet doors were smoke stained with some charring. 

The bedroom on the far east side of the trailer home had charring to the door frame.  The door for the bedroom 
had been open at the time of the fire.  The door had charring with mass loss from the top down.  The wood 
paneling within the bedroom sustained charring with mass loss near the ceiling.  The exposed ceiling trusses in 
the bedroom sustained charring.  The dresser on the west side of the bedroom sustained charring with mass loss 
from the top down with the greater amount of mass loss to the south side of the dresser, the side closest to the 
door entrance.  The bed on the east side of the room sustained smoke staining to the quilt that covered the bed; 
no charring was observed to the quilt on the bed. 

The hot water heater was observed within its own separate closet located between the bedroom and the 
bathroom on the north side of the trailer home.  There was an opening on the north side of the trailer home 
exterior that opened into the water heater closet.  The water heater did not show any charring to the sides of the 
hot water heater that could be seen from the north entrance.  The east side of the hot water heater closet had 
some minimal charring.  The south wall of the hot water heater had sustained charring and mass loss to the top 
west side of the south wall.   

The underside of the trailer house on the east side of the trailer home had no visible fire damage.  The visible I-
beams and outriggers were rusted.  The insulation was exposed and was hanging down in some places.  Some 
of the boards on the northeast side of the trailer that were on the bottom of the insulation had collapsed and 
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Temperature: 89°F to 62°F 
Humidity: 58% to 76% 
Wind Direction: SE to SW 
Wind Speed: 9 mph to 25 mph with gusts of 47 mph 
Conditions: Fair to T-Storm/Windy 

***At 9:44 PM on July 9, 2025, the weather conditions showed a T-Storm in the area of Pingree, ND.  The 
weather conditions changed from 9:22 PM to 9:44 PM on July 9, 2025, see below.*** 

Temperature: 82°F to 68°F 
Humidity: 74% to 76% 
Wind Direction SSE to SW 
Wind Speed: 10 mph to 25 mph; wind gusts from 0 mph to 47 mph 
Conditions: Thunder to T-Storm/Windy 

The weather conditions could have had an indirect cause of the fire; the open roof of the trailer from a previous 
storm allowed sunlight to enter the trailer from the top; direct sunlight exposure onto a magnifying glass could 
have refracted the sunlight to ignite nearby combustible materials. The wind direction and wind speed did not 
contribute to the spread of the initial fire reported at approximately 10:00 AM on July 9, 2025.  The wind speed 
and direction could have contributed to the reignition of the fire and contributed to the spread of the second fire 
that was reported at approximately 9:30 PM on July 9, 2025. 
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 The remaining flooring had significant charring that was greater on the bottom of
the particle board than the top.

 The greatest mass loss to the bottom sill was between the first and second outrigger on the south side of
the trailer home.

o The bottom sill between the second and third outrigger had also sustained mass loss but the mass
loss and charring to the bottom sill became less the further east on the trailer.

 The corrugated steel panels were charred and sustained heat induced color change in the southwest
corner of the trailer home.

 The kitchen sustained charring and mass loss to the walls, exposing the wood studs.  The wood studs
had greater mass loss on the north and south walls from the west to the east.

 The wood paneling for the wall east of the furnace room was still remaining near the base of the
furnace.

o The wood paneling on the walls sustained more mass loss on the west side of the trailer home
than on the east side of the trailer home.

o The remaining paneling on the east side of the trailer home had top-down charring and mass
consumption.

 The bathroom/laundry room on the east side of the trailer home had charring with mass loss from the
top down.

 The laundry appliance closest to the room’s entrance had charring with heat induced color change.
o The charring on the side of the south side of the appliance had a thermal pattern showing top-

down burning.

 The dresser on the west side of the master bedroom sustained charring with mass loss from the top
down with the greater amount of mass loss to the south side of the dresser, the side closest to the door
entrance.

 Four fuel cans were located on the south side of the trailer house.
o One metal fuel can was located at the exterior base on the south side of the trailer home.

 The metal fuel can sustained heat-induced color change and oxidation.
 The fuel can was empty and still had the twist cover on the drain spout.

 The bottom sill above the fuel can was charred and sustained mass loss.

 A magnifying glass was located on the top of the debris along the west interior wall of the trailer home,
next to a charred cardboard box containing charred and smoke-stained cork tops.

Fire Dynamics: 
 Flashover occurred on the west side of the trailer home.
 The west side of the trailer home sustained greater fire damage than the east side of the trailer home.
 The fire extended up and outwards.  As the heated gases encountered the ceiling, the heat and gases

expanded horizontally along the ceiling.
 The heated gases expanded horizontally until the gases found the walls of the room where the gases

then banked down towards the floor.
 The heat and flames from the fire on the west side of the trailer home expanded to the adjacent rooms

on the east side of the trailer home through opening in the walls such as doorways.
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o The only remaining portion of the west wall was the corrugated steel paneling that was located
below the level of the trailer home’s floor.

o The wood studs for the south wall sustained mass loss from west to east.
o The flooring on the west side of the trailer home had greater mass loss than the east side.

 Most of the flooring on the west side of the trailer home had been consumed exposing
the frame I-beams and outriggers.

 The corrugated steel panels were charred and sustained heat induced color change in the southwest
corner of the trailer home.

 The fire damage on the east side of the trailer home shows a west to east burn with a top to bottom burn
pattern.

o The kitchen sustained charring and mass loss to the walls, exposing the wood studs.  The wood
studs had greater mass loss on the north and south walls from the west to the east.

o The bathroom/laundry room on the east side of the trailer home had charring with mass loss
from the top down.

 The laundry appliance closest to the room’s entrance had charring with heat induced
color change.

 The charring on the side of the south side of the appliance had a thermal pattern
showing top-down burning.

o The dresser on the west side of the master bedroom sustained charring with mass loss from the
top down with the greater amount of mass loss to the south side of the dresser, the side closest to
the door entrance.

 A magnifying glass was located on the top of the debris along the west interior wall of the trailer home,
next to a charred cardboard box containing charred and smoke-stained cork tops.

o Ignition Handbook 2003 Edition:
The following are references from the Ignition Handbook 2003 Edition, Principles and
applications to fire safety engineering, fire investigation, risk management and forensic science.

 LIGHT ENERGY, LENSES AND MIRRORS, Chapter 11, page 575
 “Light from the sun or from other sources can act as an ignition source.  The

radiant energy available from the sun in a cloudless sky depends on latitude, time
of year, and hour of day.  At peak in temperature climates it is on the order of 1
kW m-2, which is insufficient to ignite any normal building materials or
furnishings.”

 “But it is possible to magnify solar radiation by optical means. It has been known
since antiquity that a convex shaped mirror can be used for this purpose.”

o “Focusing of sunlight to a point may also be done by a concave-shaped
converging focus lens. Moore’s 1877 book mentions that accidental
ignitions were not uncommon due to this cause, especially in laboratories
where glass vessels may serve as the lens.”

 “The Fire Research Station has estimated that 150 to 200 fires occur annually in
the UK due to focused sunlight.”

o A bench test experiment was conducted on October 23, 2025, with a magnifying glass to
determine if combustible materials could be ignited by concentrated radiant light energy.  It was
determined during the experiment that paper would ignite.

o The west side of the structure had sustained full room involvement with flashover resulting in
significant mass loss of combustible materials.  Due to the mass loss to the structure, it could not
be determined what combustible material could have been start of the ignition sequence from
focused radiant energy due to sunlight through the magnifying glass.

o This hypothesis could not be eliminated as a possible cause for this fire.
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2. The intentional ignition of an ignitable liquid or ordinary combustible materials by person(s) known or
unknown.

 Combustible materials include but are not limited to paper, cardboard, plastics, and textile items such as
furniture.

 Detective Jason Falk stated they did not believe the fire was intentionally set but the trailer home fire
occurred a mile from Highway 281 which had a string of previous intentional fires reported along it
during the month of June 2025.

 Owner Lavonne Siebert stated the trailer home had been vacant after Roger Siebert had passed away
approximately three years ago.

o Neighbor John Robinson corroborated Lavonne Siebert on the property being vacant for
approximately the past 3-4 years.

 John Robinson stated they had kept an eye on the property.
o John Robinson stated they did not observe anyone on the property the morning of the fire or

drive on the road the morning of the fire.
 John Robinson stated they were busy with an electrician the morning of the fire and may

not have observed all comings and goings on the road on the day of the fire.
o John Robinson stated the last time they observed someone on the property was approximately

three months prior to the fire.  John Robinson stated the people on the property were not known,
did not have permission to be on the property, and was told to leave.

 Lavonne Siebert stated they were last at the residence approximately two years ago.
o Lavonne Siebert stated the door to the property was locked, and the keys were pulled from the

vehicles on the property and placed on the table within the residence.
 Lavonne Siebert stated they were the only person who had keys for the residence.

 John Robinson stated the property is currently owned by Roger Seibert’s kids.
o John Robinson stated Roger Seibert’s kids had been feuding about what to do with the property.

 Lavonne Siebert stated the gas and power for the property was shut off when Roger Siebert moved off
the property; the fuse was pulled at the power pole.

o Detective Jason Falk stated Northern Plains Power company had confirmed the meter for the
property was live, but the property had no electricity usage since 2021.

o The circuit breaker on the power pole was observed in the off position.
 9.9.1 General.

 “For ignition to be from an electrical source, the following must occur:
1. The electrical wiring, equipment, or component must have been energized

from a building’s wiring, an emergency system, a battery, or some other
source.

2. Sufficient heat and temperature to ignite a close combustible material must
have been produced by electrical energy at the point of origin by the
electrical source.”

 John Robinson located the fire after smelling smoke while mowing their lawn.
o Smoke was first observed coming from the southwest corner of the structure.

 Four fuel cans were located on the south exterior side of the trailer home.
o A metal fuel can was located at the base of the south wall.  The fuel can sustained heat induced

color change and oxidation.
 The metal fuel can still had the twist cover intact on the pour spout.
 The metal fuel can had no fuel in it.
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