
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

4/25/2025 21:00 Friday

City/State/Zip County

Walhalla, ND 58282 Cavalier County

Type Status

Agriculture Uninhabited

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Andrew J Browne 701-720-9264 abrowne@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal

This report may not be disseminated outside your agency without permission from the originating 
agency.
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

48.969605 -98.072650

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

VERVILLE, JAMES 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1946 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 78

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Interviewed Party, Owner, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
14142  MEMORYWOOD LANE  

City/State/Zip County
BAXTER , MN 56425 CROW WING

Contact Information

Primary Phone
218-820-8758
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Name

BJORNSTAD, MARK 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1955

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 70

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Interviewed Party

Address Information

Street Address
    

City/State/Zip
WALHALLA, ND 58282

Contact Information

Primary Phone

Street Address
    

City/State/Zip
WALHALLA, ND 58282

Contact Information

Primary Phone
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Name

AMOTH, JEFF 

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Interviewed Party

Address Information

Street Address

City/State/Zip County
WALHALLA, ND 58282 PEMBINA

Contact Information

Primary Phone

Street Address

City/State/Zip County
WALHALLA, ND 58282 PEMBINA

Contact Information

Primary Phone
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-040-1 WALHALLA 
VERVILLE FIRE.pdf

5/21/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Opening Report Andrew Browne

7017209264

abrowne@nd.gov

Description

A fire occurred on a vacant farmstead property. 

Distribution Via Email Only:
Sheriff Matt Wright, Cavalier County Sheriff's Office, matwright@nd.gov
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Investigator/Agent - Browne, Andrew

Approving Official

Date

Date

This section intentionally left blank
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North Dakota State Fire Marshals OƯice (ND) 

INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE/ARSON  
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-040-1 BATS ID: i-1554786 
Investigation Title:  WALHALLA VERVILLE FIRE 

Figure 2 Photograph DSC_0007.JPG Southernmost Portion Of The Farmyard Facing Grain Bins Along The 
Field And Farm Yard Facing East 

In the southwest corner of the property were the remains of a barn. The barn roof trusses were mostly 
consumed, and the metal roofing was oxidized and warped. All four of the walls were mostly consumed 
throughout. The block foundaƟon remained intact with soot deposits throughout. There were remains of 
asphalt shingles throughout. The grass was charred around the whole barn. The grass lay away from the barn 
and the charring decreased the further you went away from the barn all four direcƟons. There were no trees 
near the barn. (See Figure 3)  
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 
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Figure 3 Photograph DSC_0015.JPG Northwest Corner Of Barn Facing Southeast 

ConƟnuing to the north was a garage, located to the northeast of the barn. The garage walls, truss members, 
and walls studs were consumed. There were remains of asphalt shingles throughout. The cement floor and brick 
fooƟngs remained intact. The trees along the exterior of the garage were charred along the side that faced the 
garage, where the sides not facing the garage remained unburned. (See Figure 4)  
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Figure 4 Photograph DSC_0031.JPG Southwest Corner Of Garage Facing Northeast 

To the north of the farm site was a grass field. The grass field with trees and bushes. The trees and bushes were 
not damaged. To the north was a small, mowed grass patch that had bee boxes on the grass. The mowed grass 
was not damaged. (See Figure 5)  
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Figure 5 Photograph DSC_0057.JPG Northernmost Portion Of Farmyard Facing West By Bee Boxes 

To the north of the yard was a CRP grass field. The only porƟon of the CRP grass that was burned was the 
westernmost porƟon of the field, close to the creek that ran northwest/southwest through the property.  To the 
east of the CRP grass was the driveway that ran north/south. The grass on both sides of the driveway was 
burned approximately most of the way up the driveway, with a small porƟon of grass remaining intact from the 
roadway back to the charred grass. The grass was more burned on the south end of grass clumps compared to 
the north ends. The grass mostly laid facing north along the ditch of the driveway. (See Figure 6)  
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Figure 6 Photograph DSC_0063.JPG CRP Field Along West Side Of North/South Driveway Facing North 

To the west of the farmyard was a creek that ran northwest to southeast. The creek grass was consumed along 
approximately the southern half of the creek and was unburned along the northernmost porƟon closest to the 
roadway.  

To the west of the creek was a field that led to a wood line that ran north/south on the property. The wood line 
was on the side of a hillside slope. The grass was porƟon from the west extending from the northwest corner of 
the farmyard was burned into the trees and stopped as a crop field, directly to the west of the wood line. The 
grass laid mostly towards the west. (See Figure 7) 
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Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-040-1 BATS ID: i-1554786 
Investigation Title:  WALHALLA VERVILLE FIRE 

Figure 8 Photograph DSC_0021.JPG Interior Southern Half Of Barn Facing West 

The northeast most building would be best described as a wood garage with asphalt shingles. Inside the 
structure there were no remains of any items other than an oxidized unidenƟfied object in the southeast corner. 
The floor had ash remains throughout. (See Figure 9)  
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Interview Date: May 7, 2025 
Notes: Jeff Amoth was a landowner that owns a nearby farm where the fire occurred. The following are notes 
from an informaƟonal interview with Jeff Amoth. The interview took place over the telephone and was 
voluntarily. The interview was non-custodial and not recorded.  

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth owns farmland nearby where the fire occurred. Jeff Amoth stated Jeff Amoth 
had informaƟon about who Jeff Amoth believed started the fire. Jeff Amoth stated Jeff Amoth learned about the 
fire through neighbors over the weekend and into the following week aŌer the fire occurred on April 25, 2025.  

Jeff Amoth stated that on April 25, 2025, Jeff Amoth stated Jeff Amoth observed smoke in the area from 
approximately 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Jeff Amoth stated that the smoke was nothing that was out of ordinary as 
people in the spring do control burns.  

Jeff Amoth stated that during the fall of 2024, Jeff Amoth had been dealing with a property trespassing issue 
with a neighbor with Rick CrockeƩ and Larry CrockeƩ. Jeff Amoth stated Rick CrockeƩ and Larry CrockeƩ were 
observed on a camera driving on a field road on Jeff Amoth’s property. Jeff Amoth stated that when the issue 
was brought up to law enforcement, Jeff Amoth stated the Cavalier County States AƩorney did not pursue 
charges at the Ɵme. Jeff Amoth stated subsequently on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, the Cavalier County States 
AƩorney brought charges forward for the trespassing on Jeff Amoth’s land.  

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth’s father purchased a building on the property where the fire occurred over 20 
years ago. Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth had inherited Jeff Amoth’s father’s personal property and real 
estate property. Jeff Amoth stated that being Jeff Amoth owned the building on James Verville’s property 
through his father that Jeff Amoth thinks Jeff Amoth was being targeted by the CrockeƩ’s.  

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth overheard on the day of the fire that Rick CrockeƩ was at the Walhalla 
Country Club Golf Course for a smoker dinner at approximately 6:00 pm.  Jeff Amoth stated the golf course was 
only approximately 4-5 miles away from where the fire occurred.  

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth believes the fire was intenƟonally started. Jeff Amoth stated that no one 
should have been on the property. Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth believes that Jeff Amoth was targeted by 
the CrockeƩ’s with the recent issues of the trespassing issues on Jeff Amoth’s land and lighƟng the fire of the 
building that was owned by Jeff Amoth was a way of geƫng back at Jeff Amoth.  

Jeff Amoth had no insurance on the building. Jeff Amoth stated the building had partly collapsed and there was 
nothing being stored inside the building. 

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth stated the fire was suspicious as it had burned on both sides of the driveway.  

Jeff Amoth stated that Jeff Amoth overheard Francis Langton was in the area and observed the fire. Jeff Amoth 
stated that Jeff Amoth did not have any further informaƟon regarding the fire.  

This concluded my interview with Jeff Amoth. 

Interview #4: 
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o Fire Chief Mitch Lee reported the buildings were not smoking or smoldering and had
collapsed.

 Landowner James Verville and land renter Mark Bjornstad reported the west/east roadway to
the north of the property is not a high traƯic roadway and nearby neighbors are approximately
one mile or greater away from the property.

o The nearest high traƯic county road is approximately five miles south of the property.
 The fire damage in the farmyard near the buildings on the natural vegetation sustained the

greatest damage compared to rest of the property.
o The trees around the northeast garage were more charred on the side facing the

building compared to the other side of the trees.
o The grass laid outward from both buildings in all four directions.
o The farther you went away from the buildings the damage to the natural vegetation

decreased.
 The two buildings on the property sustained collapse and most of the combustible materials 

were consumed.
o The southwest barns contents were mostly consumed with the noncombustible

materials were oxidized and warped.
o The northeast garage was consumed with only remains of charred combustible

materials and ash throughout.
 There were no known enemies to the property owner James Verville or land renter Mark 

Bjornstad.
 There was no thunderstorm activity within the area the day or days leading to the fire being 

reported.
 There was no power on the property.

o There were no power lines on the property.
o There were no utilities on the property.

 No one reported smoking on the property.
o There were no remains of cigarette butts found on the property.

 No suspicious activity on the property was reported by the property owner or land renter.
 There were no public roadways that ran through the property.
 This hypothesis cannot be eliminated as the potential cause of the fire.

2. A thunderstorm passing through the area created lightning that sustained a direct hit to the
buildings on the property, grass, natural vegetation that sustained enough heating to cause a fire.
 There were no thunderstorms on the weather data days leading up to the report of the fire.
 There were no thunderstorms on the day of the fire being reported from the weather data

obtained.
 The lightning data map showed no strikes near the area on the day of the fire being reported

and days leading up to the fire.
 This hypothesis has been eliminated as the potential cause of the fire.

3. An ember from a control burn carried in the wind that came in contact with grass, natural
vegetation, or structure members that sustained heating to ignite a fire.
 There were no reported control burns within the area of the fire on the day of the fire or days 

leading up to the fire.
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