
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

4/2/2025 14:44 Wednesday

Address

552  2nd St

City/State/Zip County

Carrington, ND 58421 Foster County

Type Subtype Status

Residential 1 (Single Family) or 2 Family 
Dwelling

Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Andrew J Browne 701-720-9264 abrowne@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

47.447291 -99.119670
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Person/Organization Information

Name

MARLOW, EARNEST L

DOB Race Ethnicity

1970 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 54

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
552  2ND ST S.  

City/State/Zip County
CARRINGTON, MN 
58421

FOSTER

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-307-1003
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-031-1 CARRINGTON 
MARLOW FIRE.pdf

5/8/2025
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Investigator/Agent - Browne, Andrew

Approving Official

Date

Date
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Figure 3 Photograph DSC_0044.JPG Breaker Panel Box 

To the north of the mechanical room was a storage room. The storage room had wood shelfing along the north, west, and east 
walls with carboard boxes. Along the south wall was an open electrical junction box. There was no visible fire damage noted 
in the storage room.  

I continued my interior examination by going up the stairs all the way to the second story of the structure. The second story of 
the structure had a hallway that led to a bathroom, a laundry closet, and three bedrooms. Along the west wall was a stairwell 
that led to a finish attic space. The hallway had soot deposits throughout. The northwest bedroom had no bed, an 
entertainment center, and two book shelfs, and two windows. The windows were broken with most of the glass on the 
exterior. There were soot deposits throughout the room. To the west was the northeast bedroom. The northeast bedroom had 
a bed, cat tower, a desk, a dresser, a vanity, and a window. The window was intact. There were soot deposits throughout. To 
the south was southeast bedroom. The southeast bedroom had children’s toys stored along the west wall two windows. The 
windows were broken with most of the glass on the exterior. There were soot deposits throughout. To the west was a laundry 
closet with a washer and dryer. The washer and dryer were intact with soot deposits throughout. To the west was a bathroom. 
The bathroom had soot deposits throughout.  

I continued from the second story up the stairs that led to a third story. The third story could be best described as a finished 
attic space. Along the stairwell that led to the third story was soot deposits throughout that decreased the further away from 
the second story. The attic space had storage of cardboard boxes throughout. There was a bed and bedframe and desk. There 
was storage of an additional box frame and mattress along the wall. The attic space had no visible fire damage and soot 
deposits throughout which were less visible compared to the second story.  

I continued my interior examination to the main level of the structure. I began my main level interior examination at the 
bottom of the stairwell that led to the second story of the structure, which was near a common hallway that led north/south 
to the north of the stairs that led from the garage into the structure.  

To the north was an entry/exit door with an entry room that led to the north deck of the structure. There were children’s toys 
and carboard boxes in the entry room. There were soot deposits throughout the entry room. 
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 To the west in the northwest corner of the structure was a bathroom. The bathroom had a bathtub with cardboard boxes 
inside the bathtub, a sink, and toilet. There were soot deposits throughout the bathroom. There were more soot deposits in 
the living room and hallway to the east of the bathroom compared to the bathroom.   

Continuing to the east through the north/south hallway was a living room. The west wall had an opening that led to the 
north/south hallway along the southernmost portion of the wall and a gun cabinet along the northernmost portion of the wall. 
Along the north wall was a cat tower, and intact window, and an office desk in the northeast corner.  Along the east wall was a 
door that entered the master bedroom/bathroom, a wood storage stand, and a metal stand. Along the south wall in the 
easternmost portion was an opening that led to the dining room. In front of the opening was a couch, rocking chair, and coffee 
table. In the southwest corner was a wood stand. There were soot deposits along the ceiling that extending down the walls 
towards the floor. The soot deposits decreased from top/down. In approximately middle of the living room was a ceiling fan. 
The fan blades were covered in soot and annealed downward. In the southeast corner of the living room was a smoke 
detector. The smoke detector had acoustic soot agglomeration on the horn speaker. In the living room there was barbeque 
style lighter observed on the top of the westernmost wood stand. All the contents within the living had soot deposits 
throughout. (See Figure 4)  

Figure 4 Photograph DSC_0098.JPG Northeast Corner And North Hall Of Main Level Living Room 

Continuing to the east led into a master bedroom and bathroom suite. As you entered the master bedroom to the south was a 
bathroom and to the north was a walk-in closet. The bathroom and walk-in closet had soot deposits throughout. The 
bedroom had a bed along the east wall and a door in the southeast corner that exited to the deck. There was a window along 
the east wall and north wall that remained intact. There was a dresser along the north wall. The south wall had two closets 
and a dresser with a television on top. There were soot deposits throughout. There were more deposits in the living room area 
compared to the master bedroom and bathroom. On the ceiling in the bedroom there was a smoke detector. The smoke 
detector had acoustic soot agglomeration on the horn speaker. In approximately in the middle of the bedroom was a ceiling 
fan. The fan had soot deposits. The fan blades were annealed downward. The fan blades in the living room were more 
annealed compared to the bedrooms fan blades. Along the north wall was a home security camera. There were lighters and 
fluid in the bedroom.  All the contents within the bedroom and bathroom had soot deposits throughout.  

I continued by interior examination through the north/south hallway towards the south towards into the kitchen. I passed 
through into an east mudroom to the east of the kitchen as the kitchen was identified   during my initial walkthrough as the 
area of greatest damage. The mudroom had a washer and dryer along the north wall. The east wall had an entry/exit door that 
led to the deck. Along the south wall was miscellaneous household storage items such as boxes, cleaning supplies, and 
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laundry baskets.  Along the ceiling there were soot deposits that extended down the walls and decreased towards the floor. 
All the contents within the mudroom had soot deposits throughout.  

To the west was the kitchen. The kitchen extended from the east mudroom all the way to a wall on the west. Along the 
westernmost portion of the kitchen was a refrigerator on the north wall. There was sink, counterspace, and a dishwasher 
along the west wall. In the southernmost portion was an entry/exit door that was intact. Above the sink there were wooden 
cabinets. The uppermost portion of the cabinets had peeling and were soot deposits throughout. The appliances in this 
portion of the kitchen remained intact with soot deposits throughout.  

In the northernmost portion of the kitchen was a dining room. The living room had a dining room table and chairs, an open 
space along the northern wall that led into the living room, a refrigerator along the west wall, and a wood table along the east 
wall. There were soot deposits on the ceiling that extended down the walls that decreased towards the floor. The items within 
this area remained intact with soot deposits throughout. The dining room had a security camera located on the northernmost 
wall. (See Figure 5) 

Figure 5 Photograph DSC_0139.JPG Kitchen Dining Room Facing Northeast 

Along the southern wall of the kitchen there was an oven in the westernmost portion of the wall. To the east of the oven was a 
built-in range in the counterspace. The counterspace extended from the oven to the east along the whole south wall of the 
kitchen. Along the counterspace there were items being stored throughout such as cooking utensils, cooking spices, paper 
towels, Google Home, pots, medications, carboard boxes, Christmas decorations, batteries and a microwave. The items on 
the easternmost portion of the counter were charred and decreased towards the west, with most of the items along the 
western portion of the counter remaining intact. Along the south wall was an air conditioning unit. The air conditioning unit 
had soot deposits and was not plugged in. To the east of the air conditioning unit was a window. The window and window 
frame were removed and laid on the ground directly below the opening. The glass was broken. The wood window trim had 
charring throughout with more damage along the east portion compared to the west portion. The microwave was on the 
easternmost portion of the counter. The microwave had melted and was oxidized and warped. The cabinets on the lower 
portion of the south counter had soot deposits but remained intact. (See Figure 6)  
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Figure 6 Photograph DSC_0150.JPG Southeast Corner Of Kitchen Easternmost Portion Of The South Counterspace  

In the southeast corner of the kitchen directly above the area where the microwave was there was charring and mass loss to 
the wall that extended upward and out towards the ceiling, making a v-pattern. Along the upper portion of the wall and ceiling 
in the southeast corner the lath and plaster were peeled and cracked that extended outward and decreased the further away 
from the southeast corner. (See Figure 7)  

Figure 7 Photograph DSC_0153.JPG Southernmost Portion Of East Wall In Kitchen 

Layering started just to the west of the microwave along the easternmost portion of the south counter and floor directly below 
the counterspace and continued towards the east. Along the floor was the remains of a battery vacuum. The vacuum was not 

Page: 14



 

plugged in and no visible line cords extending from the vacuum. There was mass loss to the uppermost portion of the vacuum 
and the batteries were oxidized. Along the east portion of the wall was a vacuum. The vacuum sustained melting to the upper 
portion. The vacuum was not plugged in, and the line cord was intact and wrapped up in the rear support brackets. (See 
Figure 8)  

Figure 8 Photograph DSC_0149.JPG Southeast Corner Of Kitchen Floor Facing South 

Along the westernmost portion of the counter layer discovered a receptible with a Google Home plugged into the socket. The 
line cord sustained melting of the exterior plastic jacketing, and the wires were oxidized and broken off approximately 
midway. The receptible sustained melting to the exterior faceplate but the interior of the receptible remained intact. Along the 
counter was a battery charger. The battery charger line cord exterior plastic jacketing was melted and was not plugged in. 
Along the line cord of the battery charger the metal wiring remained intact. (See Figure 9)  
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Figure 9 Photograph DSC_0173.JPG South Kitchen Counter Start Of Layering Easternmost Portion Of Counterspace 

Continuing to the east layering revealed remains of paper that was consumed. To the west of the microwave was several 
batteries. The batteries were charred and oxidized.  

Layering continued to the microwave. On the top of the microwave was several batteries that were oxidized. The microwave 
exterior plastic was melted. The microwave was oxidized. Along the back portion of the microwave that was facing south 
there was a v-pattern that extended along the westernmost portion with a rust discoloration. The discoloration was found 
only in this area on the microwave compared to the other areas on the microwave. The interior line cord inside the microwave 
was charred and remained intact exiting the microwave. As the line cord continued away from the microwave the line cord 
had sustained oxidation compared to the remaining portions. The line cord was frayed at the end of the line cord. I was 
unable to find the plug-in components on the line cord within the area or plugged inside the socket of the receptacle. (See 
Figure 10)  
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Figure 10 Photograph DSC_0179.JPG Back Side Of Microwave Facing Along South Wall In Kitchen 

Continuing layering, the receptacle that the microwave was plugged into was laying outside on the ground with the line cord 
oxidized and intact. The receptacle was consumed and oxidized.  Inside the receptacle there was arc splatter visible. Inside 
the receptacle there was electrical resistive heating along the conductors. (See Figure 11)  

Figure 11 Photograph DSC_0194.JPG Closeup Of Receptacle Behind Microwave  

Reconstruction of the receptacle and line cord were put back in its approximate location prior to fire. The receptacle and the 
discolored v-pattern at the rear (southern) portion of the microwave were parallel with one another. From the line cord 
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