
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

5/31/2025 14:06 Saturday

Address

7320  Cottonwood Ln

City/State/Zip County

Bismarck, ND 58503 Burleigh County

Type Subtype Status

Residential 1 (Single Family) or 2 Family 
Dwelling

Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Jordan A VanBerkum 701-220-5063 jvanberkum@nd.gov

Title

Deputy Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

46.884412 -100.884625

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

DAVEY, JENNIFER 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1980 White

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 44

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner
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Name

RATLEY, MARK 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1972 White

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 52

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-030.1-Bismarck-Davey 
Fire-Origin and Cause Report.pdf

12/8/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Contacts Jordan VanBerkum

7012205063

jvanberkum@nd.gov

Description

Dustin L. Theurer - dtheurer@bismarckruralfire.org
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Deputy Fire Marshal - VanBerkum, Jordan

Approving Official

Date

Date
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Figure 3. The progression from the south side of the home to the north can be observed. 

The northwest wall was still standing but showed charring and heat damage, which became more severe toward 

the south side. The southwest portion of the home still had a portion of the roof intact, but all windows and doors 

in this area were damaged, and the framing was still intact. 

Moving to the southwest (back of the home), the middle of the house sustained the most damage, with the north 

and south sides still having noticeable siding and roofing intact. The exterior wall of the attic area had burned all 

the way through on this side of the home. 

The northwest side of the home was the least affected by the fire, with the siding, eaves, and gutters still intact, 

with visible fire damage at the sliding glass door, the only opening on this side of the house. (See Figure 4.) 
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Figure 5. Showing the charring and full room involvement in the master bedroom. 

Outside the master bedroom, the gypsum board on the walls was gone, and the studs had burn patterns coming from the top 

down. There was more damage to the roof/ceiling of the hallway than to the floor. (See figure 6). 
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Figure 5. observe the charring to the studs and mass loss to the drywall. 

Continuing down the hallway, the laundry room had two washers and one dryer that had a heat-induced color change, and 

the Gypsum board from the ceiling and walls had been removed and collapsed onto the floor. The exposed wood wall studs 

and ceiling joists had charring. (See Figure 7.) 
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Figure 6. The homes laundry room located on the southwest portion of the home. 

The master bedroom at the end of the hallway sustained mass loss to the room's contents, and numerous ceiling joists 

exhibited more loss on the north portion of the room than the south side, with the north side ceiling joists collapsing into the 

room. The room's windows and sliding glass door were no longer intact, and the exterior wall studs sustained full-thickness 

charring. (See figure 8). 

Page: 16



    

Figure 7. The master bedroom showed the ceiling joists that had been burned from the top down and had collapsed into the room. 

The adjacent bedroom, located to the southwest of the master bedroom, experienced mass loss to the room ceiling joists, 

with a portion of the northern ceiling joists still hanging down and the southern ceiling joists being burned away. The room's 

contents sustained mass loss, indicating that the room sustained long-term burning.  The partition wall separating the 

bedroom from the living room was primarily consumed by fire, with portions of the remaining wall having collapsed into the 

room. 

The kitchen area had significant material consumption. Only two roof trusses remained structurally intact. All wall studs and 

exposed wood members displayed full-thickness charring. All the gypsum board from the room's ceiling and walls was gone. 

The side of the stove and the metal flashing from the room's skylight exhibited heat-induced color change and surface 

oxidation. (See figure 9). 

Figure 8. Showing the kitchen and the mass loss sustained to the roof joists and wall studs. 

The front living room, located on the southeast part of the structure, sustained mass loss to the items inside the structure, 

with the southwest exterior wall still having some support studs standing, but all windows were no longer present. The beam 

on the southwest exterior wall had a saddle burn, indicating burning from the top down during the fire. (See figure 10). 
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