
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

3/11/2025 20:09 Tuesday

Address

9801  98th St SE

City/State/Zip County

Oakes, ND 58474 Dickey County

Type Subtype Status

Residential 1 (Single Family) or 2 Family 
Dwelling

Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Nicholas J Fettig 701-955-3294 njfettig@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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agency.
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

45.994072 -98.237123

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

PAHL, DAVID 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1985 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 39

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant, Victim
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Name

PAHL, TIM 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1959 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 65

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Victim
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Name

JORGENSON, WILLIAM 

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Firefighter – Volunteer Dept

Notes

Captain of the Oakes 
Fire Department
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Name

HOLLINGSWORTH, JERRY 

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Firefighter – Volunteer Dept

Notes

Fire Chief of Oakes 
Fire Department
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-025-1 OAKES PAHL 
FIRE.pdf

7/24/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Distribution List Nicholas Fettig

7019553294

njfettig@nd.gov

Description

Oakes Fire Department - ofd@drtel.net
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Deputy State Fire Marshal - Fettig, Nicholas

Approving Official

Date

Date

This section intentionally left blank
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North Dakota State Fire Marshals OƯice (ND) 

INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE 
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-025 BATS ID: i-1555839 

Investigation Title:  OAKES PAHL FIRE 

electrical meter was housed on a uƟlity pole on the south side of the structure with the electrical meter sƟll in 
place. The Lp tank was located in the west side of the property with the regulator mounted on the tank. The Lp 
tank gauge read approximately 20% full and the shutoff valve was in the closed posiƟon. No fire or smoke 
damage was observed to the electrical meter and the Lp tank or regulator. 

The north side of the structure had received smoke staining to the top porƟons of the windows with all window 
glass broken into the structure. The exterior door on the deck was removed prior to arrival on scene and was 
found on the west side of the deck. The door received mass loss to the top porƟon of the door and the center 
glass broke. No damage was observed on the roof. (See Figure 2) 

Figure 2 Photograph NJF_0005, North side of structure with door removed 

The west side of the structure had received broken glass to the window with smoke staining to the top porƟon 
of the wall and window framing. A step ladder was observed placed under the window. 

The south side of the structure had all windows broken with smoke staining on the upper porƟon of the window 
framing conƟnued up the wall. The mud room addiƟon received smoke staining to the upper porƟon of the 
doorway that conƟnued to the siding. The door had glass broken out of the door.  

The ground next to the structure was observed with mulƟple plasƟc fuel containers and fire debris removed 
from the structure. This porƟon of the structure also had appliances, plasƟc buckets, Ɵres, wooden furniture 
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE 
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-025 BATS ID: i-1555839 

Investigation Title:  OAKES PAHL FIRE 

Figure 4 Photograph NJF_0020, West bedroom with storage 

The next room was the bathroom. The bathroom received smoke staining to the upper half porƟons of the walls 
and ceiling. The shower wall panels received melƟng and deformaƟon to the plasƟc structural support from top 
down. A wooden dresser with a flat screen television was observed in the bathroom. The television had 
received melƟng to the top porƟon of the television. 

The open area received smoke staining to the walls and ceiling. Wallpaper on the east wall showed charring and 
deformaƟon. The light fixtures from the ceiling were missing with exposed wiring observed in place. A large 
amount of items were observed such as wooden furniture, plasƟc totes, and card board boxes. (See figure 5) 
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Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE 
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-025 BATS ID: i-1555839 

Investigation Title:  OAKES PAHL FIRE 

Figure 5 Photograph NJF_0024, Open area with smoke staining and charring to wall paper. 

The living room received mass loss of insulaƟon and gypsum board. Mass loss to roof trusses at the center point 
with charring from boƩom up along the rest of the trusses. A ceiling fan was observed in the center of the room 
sƟll connected by the wiring and mass loss of the fan blades and oxidaƟon to the motor housing. Furniture in 
the living room was observed as a couch and maƩress that both sustained mass loss and charring from east to 
west. A large amount of items were observed in the living room as of wooden furniture pieces, maƩress, dog 
kennel, couch, paper and cloth materials, cardboard and plasƟc containers. (See figure 6) 
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE 
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-025 BATS ID: i-1555839 

Investigation Title:  OAKES PAHL FIRE 

Figure 6 Photograph NJF_0028 Living Room, south wall. 

The bathroom on the east side of the structure sustained smoke staining to the walls and ceiling. The shower 
walls sustained melƟng and deformaƟon to the plasƟc supports. Connected to the bathroom was a bedroom 
that sustained smoke staining to the upper half porƟon of the walls. The ceiling sustained smoke staining and 
parƟal collapse of the gypsum boards exposing heaƟng venƟlaƟon and air condiƟoning (HVAC) ducƟng and 
insulaƟon. The electrical breaker box was located in the northwest corner of the room but was unable to 
examine it due to the large amount of materials located in the bedroom. Material located in the east bedroom 
are of the following, wooden furniture, maƩress, cloth materials and large amount of wood planks.  

The mechanical room received smoke staining to the upper half porƟon of the walls. Mass loss of gypsum 
boards for the ceiling with charring to the wooden raŌers. Appliances in this room are of the following washing 
machine, dryer, water heater and furnace. The water heater and furnace sustained smoke staining and melƟng 
of plasƟc components from top down. 

The mudroom sustained smoke staining to the upper half porƟon of the walls and ceiling. A large amount of 
wooden planks and parƟcle boards were stored in the room along with black plasƟc garbage bags and plasƟc 
containers. 

Page: 17



















600 East Boulevard Ave, Bismarck, ND 58505 
Phone: (701)328-5555 
Email: infofm@nd.gov 

0018 N South side of structure, smoke staining to top portion of walk-in door 
with glass broken, window broken on structure with smoke staining 
on top portion of window, microwave in front yard with patio 
furniture, rim and tire and grill. 

0019 W East side of structure, smoke staining to top portion of walk-in door 
with glass broken, window broken on structure with smoke staining 
on top portion of window 

0020 W West bed room, broken window with smoke staining on window, 
walls and ceiling, wooden furniture stacked in room with large 
amount of wooden boards in the room. Line of demarcation around 
the top half of the walls. 

0021 S West bed room, broken window with smoke staining on window, 
walls and ceiling, wooden furniture stacked in room with large 
amount of wooden boards in the room. Line of demarcation around 
the top half of the walls. 

0022 S West bathroom, deformation of shower walls, smoke staining on the 
walls and ceiling, wooden dresser with television found with smoke 
staining. 

0023 N Hallway, window broken, smoke staining on all walls and ceiling, 
large pieces of particle board found on the floor. 

0024 S Open area, wooden furniture stacked, smoke staining to all walls 
and ceiling, plastic totes and cloth material, electrical wiring in 
ceiling with no fixtures. Charring to wall paper on walls 

0025 S Open area, wooden furniture stacked, smoke staining to all walls 
and ceiling, plastic totes and cloth material, electrical wiring in 
ceiling with no fixtures. Charring to wall paper on walls 

0026 E Open area, wooden furniture stacked, smoke staining to all walls 
and ceiling, plastic totes and cloth material, electrical wiring in 
ceiling with no fixtures. Charring to wall paper on walls 

0027 S Living room, mass loss to gypsum boards on ceiling and insulation. 
Charring to wooden rafters with sections of mass loss. Mattress with 
mass loss and charring. Smoke staining to all walls and ceiling, 
charring to wooden furniture.  

0028 S Living room, mass loss to gypsum boards on ceiling and insulation. 
Charring to wooden rafters with sections of mass loss. Mattress with 
mass loss and charring. Smoke staining to all walls and ceiling, 
charring to wooden furniture. 

0029 S Living room, mass loss to gypsum boards on ceiling and insulation. 
Charring to wooden rafters with sections of mass loss. Mattress with 
mass loss and charring. Smoke staining to all walls and ceiling, 
charring to wooden furniture. 

0030 E Living room, mass loss to gypsum boards on ceiling and insulation. 
Charring to wooden rafters with sections of mass loss. Smoke 
staining to all walls and ceiling, charring to wooden furniture. 

0031 E Living room, melting and deformation to plastic housing, charring to 
wicker basket. 

0032  N Kitchen, mass loss of upper portions of gypsum board, charring to 

Page: 26



600 East Boulevard Ave, Bismarck, ND 58505 
Phone: (701)328-5555 
Email: infofm@nd.gov 

wall studs, mass loss of insulation. 

0033 E Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards to east wall and ceiling, color 
changing oxidation to the refrigerator with deformation, charring to 
wooden rafters, 

0034 N Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards to north and east wall 

0035 E Hallway, charring to wall studs and mass loss to insulation 

0036 N Mechanical room, smoke staining to walls and ceiling, color 
changing oxidation to washer and dryer 

0037 E Mechanical room, water heater, smoke staining to assembly 

0038 E Mechanical room, water heater, smoke staining to assembly 

0039 S Hallway, mass loss and charring to insulation, portable air 
conditioning unit with mass loss to assembly housing 

0040 S Hallway, charring to wooden furniture, paint cans with the lids open 
and melting of plastic materials  

0041 S Hallway, charring to wooden furniture, paint cans with the lids open 
and melting of plastic materials 

0042 E East bedroom, mass loss of upper portion of bed room door, mass 
loss of gypsum board  

0043 N East bedroom, smoke staining to walls and ceiling, large amount of 
wooden furniture materials and plastic materials with deformation 

0044 N East bedroom, smoke staining to walls and ceiling, large amount of 
wooden furniture materials and plastic materials with deformation 

0045 E East bathroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling 

0046 N East bathroom, deformation and melting to shower walls, smoke 
staining to walls 

0047 E East bathroom, plastic containers on the floor with melting and a 5-
gallon paint container 

0048 W East bedroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling, melting to 
plastic materials, charring to wooden furniture 

0049 W East bedroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling, melting to 
plastic materials, charring to wooden furniture 

0050 W Kitchen, electrical wiring with mass loss of electrical wiring 
insulation, mass loss of insulation, charring to wooden furniture 

0051 W Kitchen, stove with color changing oxidation, mass loss to insulation 

0052 N Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards to walls, mass loss of 
insulation  

0053 E Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards to north and east walls, color 
changing insulation to refrigerator  

0054 W Kitchen, oxidation to metal assembly, charring and mass loss to 
paper plates, charring to wooden furniture  

0055 W Kitchen, oxidation to metal assembly, charring and mass loss to 
paper plates 

0056 W Kitchen, oxidation to metal assembly 

0057 E Kitchen, charring to wooden furniture, oxidation to metal pans 
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0058 E Kitchen, charring to wooden furniture, oxidation to metal pans 

0059 E Kitchen, charring to wooden furniture, oxidation to metal pans, 
charring to pastas 

0060 W Kitchen, deformation to plastic housing, mass loss of plastic hose 

0061 W Kitchen, deformation to plastic housing, mass loss of plastic hose 
0062 W Kitchen, mass loss and charring to cardboard materials, charring to 

wooden furniture 
0063 N Kitchen, stove door propped open, mass loss of insulation 

0064 W Kitchen, cardboard box inside of stove with charring to cardboard 
box  

0065 W Kitchen, stove top with charring and mass loss to pasta material, 
charring to wooden material 

0066 W Kitchen, layering process of stove top, burner with missing cover 

0067 W Kitchen, layering process of stove top, burner with missing cover, 
appliance with mass loss of plastic housing 

0068 W Kitchen, layering process of stove top, burner with missing cover, 
electrical line cord with mass loss of electrical wiring insulation 

0069 W Kitchen, stove top with lithium-ion battery opened with battery sheet 

0070 E Kitchen, lithium-ion batteries and charring to food materials, 
oxidation to tin cans  

0071 E Kitchen, lithium-ion batteries and charring to food materials, 
oxidation to tin cans 

0072 W Kitchen, mass loss to plastic housing to Keurig machine 

0073 N Kitchen, mass loss to plastic housing to Keurig machine 

0074 N Kitchen, charring and mass loss to wall stud and insulation 

0075 W Kitchen, mass loss of wiring insulation 

0076 W Kitchen, mass loss of wiring insulation 

0077 W Kitchen, mass loss of wiring insulation 

0078 W Kitchen, mass loss of wiring insulation, plastic housing mass loss 

0079 N Kitchen, witness marking of electrical wiring cut placement 

0080 N Kitchen, witness marking of electrical wiring cut placement 

0081 S Kitchen, Keurig machine with mass loss and deformation of plastic 
housing 

0082 E Kitchen, layering process of kitchen counter top 

0083 N Kitchen, counterspace with layering process, charring and mass 
loss to cardboard boxes 

0084 W Kitchen, lithium-ion battery with battery sheet exposed 

0085 N Kitchen, layering process of kitchen counter top 

0086 N Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum board on the west and north wall, 
mass loss of electrical wiring insulation 

0087 N Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards on the ceiling, mass loss to 
insulation 
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0088 E Kitchen, multiple aerosol cans found with smoke staining, and mass 
loss of cardboard materials  

0089 N Kitchen, mass loss of gypsum boards on the north wall, charring to 
kitchen cabinets,  

0090 N Mudroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling, large amount of 
wooden boards and plastic containers 

0091 N Mudroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling, large amount of 
wooden boards and plastic containers 

0092 S Mudroom, smoke staining to the walls and ceiling, large amount of 
wooden boards and plastic containers 

0093 N Mudroom, mass loss and charring to wooden ceiling, and smoke 
staining 

0094 N Utility pole, electrical meter intact and in place with no damage to 
meter 

0095 S Utility pole, distance from electrical meter to structure 
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