
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

2/26/2025 08:51 Wednesday

Address

120  Central Ave

City/State/Zip County

Sawyer, ND 58781 Ward County

Type Status

Residential Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Nicholas J Fettig 701-955-3294 njfettig@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

48.088957 -101.051240

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

WEIGEL, ANDY 

Race

White

Sex

M

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Firefighter – Volunteer Dept

Notes

Assistant Fire Chief 
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Name

WEIGEL, PAT 

Race

White

Sex

M

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Firefighter – Volunteer Dept

Notes

Fire Chief 
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Name

RICHARDSON, CALICO 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1995 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 29

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Resident, Victim
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Name

MELLAND, SHARON 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1949 White Non-Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 75

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-022-1 SAWYER 
RICHARDSON FIRE.pdf

5/15/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Distribution List Nicholas Fettig

7019553294

njfettig@nd.gov

Description

Sawyer Fire Protection District  Fire Chief Pat Weigelsawyerfiredept@srt.com
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Investigator/Agent - Fettig, Nicholas

Approving Official

Date

Date

This section intentionally left blank
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 
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Investigation Title:  SAWYER RICHARDSON FIRE 

porƟon of the wall. The television mounted on the east wall of the living room received melƟng of the plasƟc 
housing and the television screen had deformaƟon and found on the floor. The bedroom on the main floor 
received smoke staining around the doorway and door. 

The bathroom on the main floor received smoke staining on the walls and on appliances such as washing 
machine and dryer also to the sink countertop. The dining room received smoke staining to all walls and 
furniture, a line of demarcaƟon to the lower secƟon of the walls. MelƟng and deformaƟon to plasƟc thermostat 
housing and light fixture laying on top of the table. 

The kitchen received smoke staining to the walls and counter tops. PlasƟc melƟng and deformaƟon was 
observed on the microwave and refrigerator. Charring and smoke staining to the upper cabinets. The window in 
the kitchen was broken and boarded up prior to arrival on scene. (See figure 3) 

Figure 3 Photograph NJF_0066 Kitchen, south wall with charring to cabinets and deformation and melting of plastics. 

The mud room received mass loss to paper, cardboard, plasƟc, and cloth items and interior wood paneling with 
the remaining areas of wood paneling had protected space. The wall studs received charring from the floor to 
ceiling and a window on the south wall was broken and boarded up prior to arrival on scene. A freezer was 
located on the southeast wall that received discoloraƟon and deformaƟon from boƩom up. Electrical wiring to 
an outlet was found with mass loss of electrical wiring insulaƟon and deformaƟon and melƟng of electrical 
outlet and outlet box. InsulaƟon was found with mass loss and charring. The closet in the mudroom located in 
the northeast corner of the mudroom received charring to the framing and charring to common household 
materials inside to include paper, cloth, cardboard and plasƟcs.  The electrical switches received mass loss to 
plasƟc components and housing, electrical wiring had charring and mass loss to the electrical wiring insulaƟon. 
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The layering process was performed in the mudroom and Items found through the process was to include, 
lithium-ion baƩeries, small electrical motors, electrical wiring with mass loss of electrical wiring insulaƟon, 
paper, cardboard, clothing and plasƟc materials. (See figure 4) 

Figure 4 NJF_0106 Mudroom layering process completed 

A search was conducted to the materials outside of the structure that fire crews reported had been removed 
during firefighƟng operaƟons. The door to the structure was examined and found that the latching mechanism 
had received mass loss to the latch and discoloraƟon and deformaƟon to the door to both sides. (See figure 5) 
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