
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

2/23/2025 16:29 Sunday

Address

912  3rd St

City/State/Zip County

Langdon, ND 58249 Cavalier County

Type Subtype Status

Residential Multifamily Dwelling Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Andrew J Browne 701-720-9264 abrowne@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

48.761759 -98.368537

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

CLOUSE, COURTNEY ALLISON

DOB Race Ethnicity

1990

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 34

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Reporting Party

Address Information

Street Address
1304  11th St  

City/State/Zip County
Langdon, ND 58249 Cavalier 

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-351-8050
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Name

RANNACHER, CHARLES EDWARD

DOB Race Ethnicity

1989

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 35

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
912  3rd St   Apartment / Room Number 3

City/State/Zip
Langdon, ND 58249

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-370-7747
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Name

LARSON, CHRISTOPHER ORDINE

DOB Race Ethnicity

1974

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 50

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Injured, Occupant, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
912  3rd St   Apartment / Room Number 4

City/State/Zip
Langdon, ND 58249

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-382-6271
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Name

HOLLIDAY, EILEEN SUNDAY

DOB Race Ethnicity

955

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 69

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
912  3rd St   Apartment / Room Number 2

City/State/Zip County
Langdon, ND 58249 Cavalier

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-370-8054
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Name

LABRECK, THERESA 

DOB Race Ethnicity

/1965

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 59

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant, Victim

Address Information

Street Address
912  3rd St   Apartment / Room Number 1

City/State/Zip County
Langdon, ND 58249 Cavalier

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-382-6271
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Name

BAKER, EMILY ROSE

DOB Race Ethnicity

1993

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 31

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim
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Name

KELLY, ERIC S

DOB Race Ethnicity

1990

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 34

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Relative Other Than Spouse
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Name

PARSONS, WENDY L

DOB Race Ethnicity

1977

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 47

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Relative Other Than Spouse
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-021-1-LANGDON-
BAKER RENTALS LLC-FIRE.pdf

5/6/2025
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5/21/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Langdon Baker Rentals LLC Fire Andrew Browne

7017209264

abrowne@nd.gov

Description

A fire occurred in a multi-family dwelling with one injury reported.

Distribution Via Email Only: 
Fire Chief Patrick Rime, Langdon Fire Department, fmbank@utma.com
Chief Deputy Gabriel Johnston, Cavalier County Sheriff's Office, gajohnston@nd.gov
Sheriff Matthew Wright, Cavalier County Sheriff's Office, matwright@nd.gov
Special Agent Craig Zachmeier, North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation, cz425@nd.gov
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Investigator/Agent - Browne, Andrew

Approving Official

Date

Date
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North Dakota State Fire Marshals OƯice (ND) 

INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  FIRE/ARSON 
Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-0021 BATS ID: i-1547452 

Investigation Title:  LANGDON BAKER RENTALS LLC FIRE 

Figure 2 Photograph DSC_0001.JPG South Exterior Wall Facing Northwest  

The west exterior wall had a door approximately in the center of the wall that entered the basement. The door 
was intact. The basement was used for uƟliƟes and laundry. There was a door on the southernmost end of the 
wall of the structure with concrete steps that led to the west main level and second story units. The door that 
entered the main level and second story units was in the open posiƟon and intact. As you entered the door 
there was a staircase to the north that led to the second story unit. There was no visible fire damage along this 
exterior side of the structure. The weatherhead and electrical meters were mounted north of the doors. The gas 
meter was on the nethermost end of the wall.  

The north exterior wall had four main level windows that were intact and two basement windows that were 
intact. There were three second story windows that the glass was not intact. The westernmost windows had 
soot and charring around the window frame and soot despots that extended upward. The north side soffit and 
fascia had charring throughout with soot despots. The north porƟon the roof was collapsed exposing the interior 
upper level of the structure. (See Figure 3) 
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My interior scene examinaƟon began in the in the area of least damage and conƟnued to the area of greatest 
damage. During my iniƟal walk through it was determined the second story western most unit was the area of 
greatest damage.  

I entered the structure through the east entry/exit door the eastmost main level unit, known as unit #1. The unit 
had a living room when you entered the structure, a kitchen in the northwest corner of the unit, and bedroom 
and bathroom suite in the westernmost porƟon of the unit. Most of the ceiling was collapsed throughout. There 
were soot deposits throughout. There was no visible fire damage noƟced. The personal contents within the unit 
were intact.  

 I conƟnued my main level interior examinaƟon to the westernmost main-level unit, known as unit #3 by 
entering through the west entry/exit door. The unit had a kitchen as you entered the unit. ConƟnuing south 
there was a living room. To the east of the living room was a bedroom and bathroom suite. Most of the ceiling 
was collapsed throughout. There were soot deposits throughout. There was no visible fire damage noƟced. The 
personal contents within the unit were intact.  

ConƟnuing to the second story I entered the easternmost second story through the east entry/door that led to a 
staircase to the second story unit, known as unit #2. The stairs going up to the unit had charred remains of fire 
debris along the stair treads and the walls had soot deposits and charring the further you went towards the top 
of the stairwell. The eastmost second story unit had flashed over. As you entered the unit there was a living 
room, to the east was a kitchen, and in the northwest corner a bedroom bathroom suite. The ceiling truss 
members were mostly charred and had dropped down, and in the southwest corner of the unit the ceiling truss 
members were mostly consumed compared to the rest of the unit’s truss members. Along the southernmost 
porƟon of the west wall the upper porƟon of the wall was consumed. The metal roofing was oxidized and 
warped throughout.  The ceiling was exposed to the exterior sky. The wall studs were charred from the top 
down decreased in approximately in the middle with the boƩom porƟon of the wall studs intact. Most of the 
plaster and lath had collapsed along the upper porƟon of the wall with most of the boƩom porƟon intact. The 
southwest corner of the unit had mass loss along the upper porƟon of the wall studs that decreased from the 
top down. Most of the personal contents within the unit were consumed from drop down ceiling material 
igniƟng the contents within the unit. (See Figure 4)  
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Figure 4 Photograph DCS_0072.JPG East Second Story Unit Facing Towards Living Room 

ConƟnuing I entered the westernmost second story unit through the west entry/exit door that lead to a stairwell 
that went upstairs. This unit was known as unit #4. The stairwell treads had remains of charred ceiling materials 
towards the top treads and decreased towards the boƩom treads. The stairwell walls had soot deposits 
throughout and increased towards the top. The top porƟon of the stairwell walls had charring on both sides. The 
ceiling of the stairwell was charred towards the top and decreased as you went towards the boƩom. (See Figure 
5)
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i
Figure 5 Photograph DSC_0079.JPG West Stairwell to West Second Story Unit 

At the top of the stairwell was an entry room. The entry room had a window along the north wall. The window 
was damaged, and no glass remained. The wood window frame had charring along all four sides.  Most of the 
ceiling’s insulaƟon and plaster had fallen. The ceiling truss members were charred throughout. The entry room 
walls were charred throughout with the greatest damage along the east wall compared to the other walls within 
the entry room. Most of the personal contents within the entry room were consumed. The north wall around 
the window had more damage compared to the rest of the entry room. (See Figure 6) 
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Figure 6 Photograph DSC_0082.JPG West Second Story Unit Entryway Room  

ConƟnuing south led into a hallway. The hallway had charring throughout that was comparable on both sides of 
the east and west wall. Most of the ceiling’s insulaƟon and plaster had fallen to the floor. The ceiling truss 
members were charred throughout.  

South of the hallway was a kitchen. The kitchen had an electric range with an oven along the east wall, a counter 
and sink along the south wall, and a counter with a microwave and a refrigerator along the west wall. Above the 
sink on the south wall was a window with the glass not intact. There was charring along the wood window frame 
on all four sides. Most of the ceiling insulaƟon and plaster had collapsed on the counter, appliances, and floor of 
the kitchen. The ceiling truss members were charred equally throughout. The walls had soot deposits 
throughout. The kitchen walls sustained charring less on the north and more on the south within the kitchen. 
The kitchen appliances such as the microwave and cooking utensils sustained consumpƟon and melƟng. The 
cabinets sustained charring throughout. Inside the oven was a burnt pepperoni pizza.  

ConƟnuing east was a living room. The north wall of the living room had an entry/exit that led to a bedroom. 
The east wall had miscellaneous household storage items along the wall and remains of a couch. In the 
southeast corner of the living room was a television entertainment center. Along the south wall was a chair and 
a bay window. The bay window glass was not intact, and the wood window frame was charred along all four 
sides. The west wall had a couch, chair, miscellaneous household storage contents, and household garbage. 
Most of the insulaƟon was consumed and covered the personal contents on the living room. On the northern 
porƟon of the living room the wooden roofing material had collapsed into the living room. The southernmost 
porƟon of the living had charring and peeling along the wall and decreased as you went towards the north 
within the living room. In the southeast corner of the living room above the chair, the ceiling truss members 
were consumed. In the southernmost corner of the east wall the upper porƟon of the wall was consumed. The 
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damage was consistent with east second story unit’s damage along the southwest corner of the east second 
story unit. (See Figure 7) 

Figure 7 Photograph DSC_0096.JPG West Second Story Unit Living Room Facing South 

To the north of the living was a bedroom bathroom suite. Along the west wall of the bedroom was the remains 
of a bed and box spring. The bedroom had comparable charring along all four walls. The ceiling truss members 
were collapsed and charred comparable. The roof had an exposed opening to the exterior due to roof assembly 
consumpƟon. Most of the personal contents within the bedroom were consumed. The north bedroom window 
had damage, and the glass was broken.  

To the east of the bedroom was a bathroom. The personal contents and the shower, sink, and toilet were mostly 
consumed. The walls in the bathroom had comparable charring on all four walls.  

Layering began in the entry room of unit #4. The layering process began along the west wall and conƟnued 
towards the east wall. Along the west wall was remains of personal contents such as clothing, gym bags, shoes, 
laptop remains, and garbage. On the west wall was the remains of a couch cushion and gym bag. I collected a 
sample of the couch cushion. I placed and sealed the arƟcle of the couch cushion into a metal can, to be sent to 
the crime lab for further analysis.  (See Figure 8)  
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Figure 8 Photograph DCS_0128.JPG Evidence Collection Photo From West Second Story Unit Entry Room 

SƟll in the entry room, layering along the west wall revealed the remains of a laptop computer and charging 
cable. The west wall did not any electrical receptacles nearby. Near the laptop were six baƩeries that were 
intact. ConƟnuing layering to the east wall there was the remains of two tables along the east wall. The 
northernmost table was consumed. The southernmost tabletop porƟon was intact with mass loss along the 
southern porƟon of the tabletop. Along the east wall was an electrical receptable above the southernmost table. 
The electrical receptable had melƟng on the exterior faceplate and in the interior was intact. Along the east wall 
an empty cigareƩe package and a lighter that was found. (See Figure 9)  
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Figure 9 Photograph DCS_0143.JPG After Layering Of West Most Second Story Unit Entry Room 

I conƟnued my layering to the living room of unit #4 of the southern half of the living room. I began along the 
west wall and conƟnued the layering to the east wall. Along the west wall there were the remains of a chair, 
household personal contents such as clothing, kitchen cooking utensils, plasƟc storage toes, and household 
garbage being stored. During the layering of the west wall were empty liquor boƩles and plasƟc boƩles filled 
with discarded cigareƩe buƩs were revealed. Along the west well was a portable space heater. The portable 
space heater was plugged into an electrical receptacle along the west well. The portable space heater electrical 
cord exterior plasƟc jackeƟng was melted. The space heater electrical line cord remained intact. The portable 
space heater was charred and oxidized. The outlet was melted and charred, but the plugin remained intact. Also 
plugged into the west wall electrical receptable an extension cord that was plugged into a power strip. The 
extension cord had charring and was intact at the electrical receptable. There were no electrical items plugged 
into the power strip. Along the west wall were several empty cigareƩe packages throughout. Most of the 
personal contents and garbage along the west wall were charred along the top layer with the boƩom layers 
protected.  

ConƟnuing to the east along the south wall there was a chair in front of the bay window, a wood entertainment 
center in the southeast corner, and an office desk chair along the east wall. To the west of the chair was 
household garbage of empty liquor boƩles, empty plasƟc boƩles, and empty cigareƩe packages. The top layer of 
garbage was charred with the boƩom layer unburned.  

The wood entertainment center was charred along the top and northwest (front) porƟon from the top down. 
The office desk chair was consumed at the top and the legs and rollers were intact. 

The chair arm rest along the west side was intact and the east arm rest was consumed and melted. The chair 
backrest was charred. The chair cushion was charred. There was more damage on the east side of the chair 
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electrical work done to the property. Charles Rannacher was not aware of any electrical issues to the property. 
Charles Rannacher did not have renters’ insurance.  

Charles Rannacher stated that Charles Rannacher was lying in bed relaxing when Charles Rannacher heard 
“stomping or banging” from upstairs on the ceiling from Christopher Larson’s unit. Charles Rannacher stated this 
around approximately 4:30 pm. Charles Rannacher stated shortly aŌer hearing the stomping or banging Charles 
Rannacher stated Charles Rannacher overheard Chris Larson yelling “Chuck help”. Charles Rannacher exited the 
unit and observed Christopher Larson siƫng upright on the common stairs that entered up towards Christopher 
Larson’s unit on approximately the third stair tread from the boƩom. Charles Rannacher described Christopher 
Larson as looking muddy and brown and was wearing a T-shirt and work pants. Charles Rannacher stated 
Christopher Larson was alert and yelling for help.  

Charles Rannacher stated Charles Rannacher ran back inside Charles Rannacher’s unit to get boots and a coat 
and then went back out to help Christopher Larson out of the structure. Charles Rannacher stated Christopher 
Larson was losing consciousness and Charles Rannacher stated Christopher Larson blacked out at one point. 
Charles Rannacher stated a bystander assisted Charles Rannacher with moving Christopher Larson to a west 
parking lot away from the structure, approximately 20 feet away.  

Charles Rannacher described the flames at the top of the stairwell as licking from right to leŌ and black smoke. 
Charles Rannacher stated the flames were approximately ¾ up the door towards the top of unit #4.   

Charles Rannacher stated that Charles Rannacher then went along the south side of the structure to alert the 
occupants on the east side of the structure. Charles Rannacher said Charles Rannacher did not see the north 
side of the structure. Charles Rannacher could hear glass breaking when traveling along the south side of the 
structure. Charles Rannacher stated that Charles Rannacher went to alert the east upper-level tenant Eileen 
Holliday.  

Charles Rannacher stated Charles Rannacher did not hear smoke detectors going off. Charles Rannacher stated 
Charles Rannacher believe Charles Rannacher’s unit had one smoke detector and had never changed the 
baƩeries when residing there.  

Charles Rannacher stated that Charles Rannecher knew the other occupants of the structure but knew 
Christopher Larson the best. Charles Rannacher provided informaƟon regarding about Christopher Larson. 
Charles Rannacher provided the following informaƟon about Christopher Larson was a smoker, known to drink 
on the weekends, does not use drugs, worked for Ratzaff Farms, had one sister, had two daughter’s teenagers, 
had a long-distance girlfriend in New York State, and did not cook and ate microwave meals.  

Charles Rannacher stated Charles Rannacher smoked and discard cigareƩe buƩs in an ash tray that was cleaned 
out approximately once a day or every other day. Charles Rannacher stated the landlord allowed smoking in the 
structure. Charles Rannacher provided informaƟon about smoking on the property and stated Charles 
Rannacher smokes Newports or menthols, Christopher Larson smokes non menthols, Eileen Holliday was a non-
smoker, and Theresa Labrack was unknown if they smoked.  

Charles Rannacher stated that Charles Rannacher talked to Christopher Larson’s boss’s wife regarding that 
Christopher Larson had talked to Christopher Larsons boss approximately 30 minutes before the fire regarding 
picking up Christopher Larson’s paycheck. Charles Rannacher stated that Christopher Larson talked about going 
to snowmobile race the prior weekend and upcoming weekend with Christopher Larson’s boss.  
This concluded my interview with Charles Rannacher.  
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 Fire Effects
o Mass loss along the east arm rest of the chair compared to the west arm of the chair.
o V-paƩern extending upward from the chair along the wall in the southeast corner of the living

room.
o Mass loss to the truss members along the southeast corner of living room above the chair.

 The mass loss to the truss members within this area was more compared to the other
areas within unit #2 and unit #4.

 Farther away from the southeast corner of unit #4 living room, the mass loss on the
truss members decreased, with an isolated area of the southeast corner of the living
room’s truss members were consumed.

o Mass loss upper porƟon to the southernmost porƟon of the wall on the second story between
unit #2 and unit #4.

 Farther away from this area of the structure the mass loss of the wall studs
decreased. The wall studs were burned from the top down throughout the structure.

 Fire Dynamics
o Flame impingement above the chair to ceiling that entered the aƫc space of the structure.
o Door opened of unit #4 allowing for fresh air to enter the unit.

 This was consistent with venƟlaƟon paƩerns observed within the entry room of unit
#4. The door was reported to have been leŌ open and the north window failed early
described by witnesses. This allowed fresh air to enter the structure and exit the
structure, contribuƟng to the growth and spread of the fire. The damage within the
entry room was consistent with venƟlaƟon and not the area of origin.

o Window failure of unit #4 allowed fresh air to enter the unit.
 Witnesses observe the north window of unit #4 fail first then the south bay window

of the living room fail second.
 Fresh air entering the structure allowed for the growth and spread of fire. As the fire

grew, the heat increased allowing for heat impingement to fail windows within the
structure.

o Fuel load of personal contents and garbage within unit #4.
 Consistent with growth and development of fire.

o As the fire went from the chair in unit #4, the fire spread to the aƫc space between unit #2
and unit #4 on the second story.

 Consistent with fire spread.
 From the southeast corner of the living room in unit #4 which sustained more

damage among the truss members, the damage decreased further away. This would
be consistent with the spread and growth of the fire to adjacent areas of the
structure.

 Witness Statements
o Charles Rannacher described seeing flames at the top of the stairs in unit #4 at approximately

the upper porƟon of the room from right to leŌ.
o Charles Rannacher stated seeing flames from the northwest window of unit #4.
o Theresa Labreck could observe fire was coming from a northwest corner window.
o Theresa Labreck knew the second story tenant above Eileen Holliday and didn’t know anything

out of the ordinary about Eileen, who lived in unit #2.
o Charles Rannacher described the flames at the top of the stairwell as licking from right to leŌ

and black smoke. Charles Rannacher stated the flames were approximately ¾ up the door
towards the top of unit #4.
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