
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

2/3/2025 13:00 Monday

Address

8001  County Road W

City/State/Zip County

Minot, ND 58703 Ward

Type Subtype Status

Residential 1 (Single Family) or 2 Family 
Dwelling

Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Jessica  Sinerius 701-220-2762 jsinerius@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal 
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Person/Organization Information

Name

NELSON, LARRY 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1949

Age at time of Incident

75

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant, Owner
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-010-1 BURLINGTON 
NELSON FIRE.pdf

3/31/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Contacts Jessica Sinerius

7012202762

jsinerius@nd.gov

Description

Distribution: Via Email Only:Fire Chief Karter Lesmann: katerbfd@hotmail.com
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Investigator/Agent - Sinerius, Jessica

Approving Official

Date

Date
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had collapsed or was consumed as extension went from the garage to the west. The soffit, 
eave, and facia had collapsed or was consumed in the area closest to the garage. As 
extension continued west, less collapse and consumption occurred to the roof assembly. 
Approximately the center of the remaining wall was an opening where the patio doors 
were.  Snow and ice covered wood deck extended north from the opening. Fire debris was 
along the west end of the deck. (See Figure 2) 

Figure 2 Photograph DSC_0003.JPG Exterior North Side, Residential Portion, Deck, Roof Remains 

Most of the siding on the west side remained intact. Most of the soffit had collapsed or 
was consumed. The facia had an area of mass loss in the area closest to the peak. The 
basement windows remained intact.  

The south side of the structure faced the driveway and had the main entrance. The 
screen door was open. The main door was removed and placed along the west side of the 
structure. The siding on the main residence remained intact with a small portion 
collapsed or removed above a window east of the main entrance. The soffit along the east 
portion of the main residence had collapsed. Soot deposits and discoloration were along 
the facial extending east to the garage. (See Figure 3)  
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Figure 3 Photograph DSC_0015.JPG Exterior South Side, Main Entrance, SoƯit/Facia Damage 

The south wall of the garage was consumed or had collapsed. The remains of an entry 
door frame remained along the shared wall of the garage and main residence. The door 
was no longer in place. The remains of an overhead door had collapsed along the south 
wall. The collapsed structural members were snow covered. (See Figure 4) 
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At the bottom of the stairs was a living room. Along the south wall was a sofa, recliner, 
coffee table, lamp and other miscellaneous furniture. A blue tarp covered the furniture 
along the west wall. Soot deposits were throughout the ceiling and extended 
approximately three feet down the south wall and west wall. Soot deposits and fire debris 
were noticed throughout the furniture.  

Figure 5 Photograph DSC_0037.JPG Basement Living Room, Furniture, Covered Furniture, Hallway 

Along the north wall was a hallway leading to the west bedrooms, a mechanical room, 
and a bathroom.  

Along the east wall was the staircase. This area sustained the greatest amount of 
damage compared to the rest of the basement. The remains of a sofa and miscellaneous 
storage were along the staircase. The back rest and upper portion of the sofa were 
consumed. The noncombustible remains of the sofa seat were visible. The remains of 
musical instruments were on the sofa and in front of the sofa. The cloth materials along 
the bottom front portion of the sofa remained. The staircase behind the sofa had wood 
paneling on the living room facing side. The paneling was charred throughout. The 
handrail facing the living room was charred extending to the top of the stairs. The 
structural support beam closest to the sofa had charring approximately two feet from the 
floor extending up to the ceiling. The area facing the sofa had the greatest amount of 
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charring compared to the rest of the beam. Miscellaneous tools and an orange extension 
cord within proximity to the sofa. (See Figure 6) 

Figure 6 Photograph DSC_0044.JPG Staircase, Sofa Remains, Wood Paneling Char, Charring on Handrail 

The bathroom was along the north wall in the area closest to the stairs. An extension 
cord was plugged into a receptacle beneath the stairs and extended into the bathroom. No 
devices or appliances were plugged into the cord. The insulation on the extension cord 
had some melting in the area closest to the receptacle. As extension went into the 
bathroom the melting decreased. The receptacle had discoloration but remained intact. 
Miscellaneous tools and a lamp were on the floor in front of the bathroom.  

The bathroom was unfinished. A receptacle was on the west wall. A multiplug adaptor 
and a device similar to a cell phone charger were plugged into the receptacle. A fan was 
plugged into the multiplug adaptor. The receptacle items plugged into the receptacle 
remained intact. The plastic fan housing sustained some melting, but the line cord 
remained intact.  

The mechanical room had miscellaneous storage, a forced air furnace, and a water tank. 
Soot deposits were throughout the walls and contents, but no other fire or heat damage 
was noticed. The electrical panels were along the north wall. The main breaker was in 
the off position. 
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The hallway led to a storage room on the south and two bedrooms at the westernmost 
end of the hallway. The hallway, storage room, and the two bedrooms had soot deposits 
throughout the ceilings, walls and contents. Some ceiling tiles in each bedroom had 
collapsed but no other fire or heat damage was noticed.  
At the top of the stairs, on the north wall was the laundry room. To the west was the 
kitchen area. Most of the ceiling and roof assembly had collapsed or was consumed. The 
contents were covered in fire debris and snow. The remains of the refrigerator were 
noticed along the south wall of the kitchen area. (See Figure 7) 

Figure 7 Photograph DSC_0106.JPG Top of Stairs, Kitchen Area 

Due to the excessive fire debris, collapse and unstable footing, access through the kitchen 
was not made. Entry into the main level of the residence was made through the primary 
entrance on the south side.  

Through the entry door was a foyer with a closet on the north wall. Some of the drywall 
on the walls had collapsed. The remaining drywall was calcinated throughout. The ceiling 
had collapse. The bottom chord to the roof trusses were visible. The upper portions of the 
trusses were consumed or had collapsed. East of the foyer was the living room. The 
ceiling and roof assembly in the living room had collapsed to the interior. Most of the 
combustible materials within the living room were consumed. Fire debris and remains of 
the roof assembly covered the foyer and living room contents.  
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Figure 8 Photograph DSC_0120.JPG Living Room Area 

North of the living room was the kitchen and dining area. The kitchen area and dining 
area sustained comparable damage to the living room. Most of the roof assembly had 
collapsed or was consumed. The patio doors were no longer in place. The dining table and 
chairs were charred. (See Figure 9) 
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Figure 9 Photograph DSC_0126.JPG Dining Area, Kitchen 

West of the dining area was a hallway that led to a closet, a bathroom, an office, and two 
bedrooms. The ceiling and most of the roof assembly had collapsed to the interior. Fire 
debris covered the hallway floor. The drywall on the hallway walls sustained the greatest 
calcination to the upper portion of the walls. The bathroom, office, and bedrooms 
sustained comparable damage. Most of the ceilings throughout the bathroom, office, and 
bedrooms had collapsed to the interior. More of the bottom chords to the trusses 
remained in the hallway and bedrooms compared to the living room and kitchen area. 
Fire debris covered the contents and floors. Most of the drywall on the walls remained 
intact but was calcinated.  

The attached garage sustained the greatest amount of damage compared to the rest of 
the structure. Most of the garage roof had collapsed or was consumed. Most of the 
combustible materials within the garage were consumed. Due to structural collapse and 
extent of damage throughout the structure, not all electrical circuits could be fully 
evaluated.  Noncombustible remains of various items were throughout the garage. Fire 
debris and snow covered the area. The north, south, and east walls were consumed or had 
collapsed. The east wall was shared with the main residence. Most of the drywall was 
calcinated with areas of collapse. The shared door between the garage and main 
residence was no longer in place.  The noncombustible remains of a vehicle were along 
the east wall. The noncombustible remains of a refrigerator were along the north wall. 
(See Figure 10) 

Page: 18




















