
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status

Investigation Closed

Start Date/Time

1/26/2025 21:00 Sunday

Address

126  Watercress Ave

City/State/Zip County

Bismarck, ND 58503 Burleigh County

Type Subtype Status

Residential 1 (Single Family) or 2 Family 
Dwelling

Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Jordan A VanBerkum 701-220-5063 jvanberkum@nd.gov

Title

Deputy Fire Marshal

This report may not be disseminated outside your agency without permission from the originating 
agency.
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

46.904968 -100.791352

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

KNOPP, DARYL 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1980 White

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 44

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant
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Name

KNOPP, SUZY 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1981 White

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 43

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Occupant
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-008-1 Bismarch Knopp 
Fire Origin and Cause Report.pdf

10/20/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Contacts Jordan VanBerkum

7012205063

jvanberkum@nd.gov

Description

Dustin L. Theurer -  dtheurer@bismarckruralfire.org
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Investigator/Agent - VanBerkum, Jordan

Approving Official

Date

Date
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North Dakota State Fire Marshals O�ice (ND) 

INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  Fire/Arson 

Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-0008 BATS ID: i-1543912 

Investigation Title:  Bismarck knopp Fire 

The south side of the home, which faced the street, sustained mass loss to the windows, doors, and garage 

doors. The exterior walls had charring, with the southeast side of the home sustaining greater damage to the 

exterior walls than the southwest (See Figure 2). 

Figure 2. South side of the home. 

The east side sustained more damage to the home's northeast than the southeast. The southeast part of the 

house s�ll had some siding and a por�on of the roof soffit. The burn paCern indicates the fire burned upward 

and outward from the north side of the house toward the south. The northeast side showed charring of the 

remaining wall framing, while the southwest side had deforma�on to the vinyl siding.  

The north side of the home sustained mass loss. The burn paCern shows the home had burned from the east to 

the west, with the northeast exterior wall sustaining mass loss and the garage's exterior wall intact, but the roof, 

windows, and door were consumed. The garage's exterior wall had deformed siding, with mul�ple holes that 

had burned through the wall. (See Figure 2.) 
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  Fire/Arson 

Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-0008 BATS ID: i-1543912 

Investigation Title:  Bismarck knopp Fire 

Figure 4. The weight rack located in the basement had a heat-induced color change. 

Below is a picture of where the homeowner's hot tub was located. On the evening of the fire, 

Daryl Knopp sat in that hot tub and had two beers and two or three cigarettes. The hot tub and the 

deck above it sustained mass loss (see Figure 5). 
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INCIDENT ORIGIN & CAUSE NARRATIVE 

Official Law Enforcement Report – Unauthorized Dissemination is Prohibited 

Incident Type:  Fire/Arson 

Agency Incident ID:  NDSFM25-0008 BATS ID: i-1543912 

Investigation Title:  Bismarck knopp Fire 

Figure 5. Showing the mass loss sustained to the hot tub on the northwest side of the home. 

During the investigation, I observed the wiring for the hot tub. The wiring had sustained mass loss 

and also had a burn pattern that progressed from the east to the west down the foundation of the 

home. (See Figure 6.) 
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