
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

1/23/2025 16:37 Thursday

Address

663  Parkland Dr

City/State/Zip County

Rugby, ND 58368 Pierce County

Type Subtype Status

Residential Manufactured/Mobile Home Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Andrew J Browne 701-720-9264 abrowne@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

48.364473 -100.004001

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

DECOTEAU, LINDA 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1951 Native American

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 73

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim
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Name

GOODEN, EMIL 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1954 Hispanic

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 70

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Witness

Address Information

Street Address
627  PARKLAND DR  

City/State/Zip County
RUGBY, ND 58368 PIERCE

Contact Information

Primary Phone
701-389-4749
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-06-1 RUGBY 
DECOTEAU FIRE.pdf

3/3/2025
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

OPENING REPORT Andrew Browne

7017209264

abrowne@nd.gov

Description

A fire occurred in a single-wide mobile home. 

Distribution Via Email Only: 
Fire Chief Joel Berg, Rugby Fire Department, rugbyfire@gondtc.com
Police Officer Travis Lafferty, Rugby Police Department, tlafferty@nd.gov
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Investigator/Agent - Browne, Andrew

Approving Official

Date

Date
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The south exterior wall had eight windows and vinyl siding. The five westerly most window were damaged, and most of the 
glass was broken and no longer in place. Above two large windows approximately in the middle of the south wall was charring 
on both sides of the window frames extending upward to the top portion of both window frames. Above the window frames 
was melted and charred vinyl fascia. (See Figure 2)  

Figure 2 Photograph DSC_0004.JPG South Exterior Wall Facing Northeast 

 To the west of the addition the metal mobile home skirting was removed on the south side. Where the skirting was removed 
was a water main pipe and meter that entered the structure through an underground lateral. The water pipe and meter were 
intact. To the west of the addition were two holes cut in the mobile home wall, consistent with firefighting operations. (See 
Figure 3)  

Figure 3 DSC_0026.JPG South Exterior Wall Skirt Opening Facing North 

On the south side by the skirting that was removed was a diesel heater. The diesel heater was tipped on its side and the 
wheels faced west. The diesel heater was in the on position and not running. The diesel heater was approximately 5 feet away 
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The south wall sustained most of the wood wall panels were consumed along the west end of the hallway and decreased in 
damage towards the east. The ceiling had peeling and cracking of the paperback drywall on the east end and increased in 
damage along the westernmost portion of the hallway with the drywall mostly consumed revealing the insulation. The hallway 
sustained more damage on the west end compared to the east end. (See Figure 5) 

Figure 5 Photograph DSC_0056.JPG Hallway Westernmost Portion Facing West 

Continuing to the west end of the hallway was a bedroom along the west wall of the mobile home. The door leading to the 
bedroom sustained damage on the east side of the door facing the hallway with charring and peeling of the laminated 
protective coating of the wood door. The bedroom was used for storage with an abundance of cardboard boxes, plastic totes, 
and assorted household items there were scattered throughout the room. Most the combustible and noncombustible 
materials were intact. There were soot deposits throughout the wall and ceiling and gradually decreased towards the west. 
(See Figure 6) 

Figure 6 Photograph DSC_0058.JPG Westernmost Portion Of Hallway Facing West Towards West Bedroom Door 
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To the east of the west bedroom along the south wall was a bathroom. The bathroom had soot deposits throughout. Most of 
the upper portion of the north and east wood wall panels were consumed. Inside the bathroom the west wall paperback 
drywall was peeled and cracked. The north and east wood wall studs were charred and were more damaged on the 
uppermost portion compared to the lower portion. Most of the ceiling drywall was consumed exposing insulation within the 
bathroom.  

To the east of the bathroom along the south wall was a bedroom. This room was identified as the area of most damage 
compared to the rest of the rooms in the structure. Along the west, north, and east wall the wood wall panels were mostly 
consumed. The ceiling drywall was consumed with the insulation melted and dropping down. The wall studs along all the four 
wall within the room were charred. There was more mass loss on the wall studs on the south wall and north wall in 
approximately in the middle of the room. In the bedroom were wood truss that ran north/south. (See Figure 7)  

Figure 7 Photograph DSC_0073.JPG South Bedroom Facing East 

In the same area there were remains of electrical wiring. The plastic jacket, paper shearth, insulation, and treated paper 
separator were consumed in the area between the four-wood truss and were intact on both ends outside of the charred truss. 

In approximately the middle of the room there were four truss that sustained damaged. The two most middle truss had more 
mass loss compared to the other two that were located west and east of the two with more damage. In the middle of the two 
truss that sustained the most damage the metal ceiling was oxidized and discolored. This area of oxidation and discoloration 
was the only area noted on the metal ceiling.  (See Figure 8) 
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Figure 8 Photograph DSC_0091.JPG Truss Above South Bedroom Floor Door Opening 

Directly below the two truss that sustained the most damage and the oxidized and discolored metal ceiling was a floor door 
hatch leading to the exterior under portion of the mobile home. The door was fixed to the opening with nails and was found 
opened. Fire department told me that during firefighting operations the door was removed. The top portion of the wood door 
was charred with more mass loss on the northern portion of the door. The bottom portion of the door that was exposed to the 
exterior under portion of the mobile home sustained charring and mass loss along the northernmost portion of the door. The 
remaining portion of the door had soot deposits and was intact. (See Figure 9)  

Figure 9 Photograph DSC_0098.JPG Bottom Side Of The Door For Floor Opening 

Reconstructing of the door was done by placing the door in the condition it was found prior to being removed during 
firefighting operations. In the opening the northernmost two wooden support beams that ran west/east were charred. The 
charring on the second most beam from the north had charring that extending from the bottom up. The north/south support 
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